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10 THE 


United Miniſters 


_ Somerſet, Devon, &c. 


Who Compos d the late ASSEMBLY at 
TAUNTOM. 


Reverend and dear Brethren! _ 


J Jour Unanimous Requeſt this Plain Ser- 
mon comes Abroad in the World. I he Subject 


of it is Great and Weighty, worthy our moi Se- 


rious Regard. It recommends to ſuch a5 are EA. 


gag d in the Sacred Office, or intended for it, [ach 


Qualifications, and ſuch 4 Courſe of Life, as may 
procure Reſpect to their Perſons, and render their 
Labours uſeful to the World. The Freedom I have 


talen in delivering my Thoughts, I hope; will not 


be Offenſive. + I am willingly Ignorant of all the 
little Arts of Infinuation ; and T jadep it very un- 


fit, that We, who are cloſely to Reprove others, 
ſhould Flatter one another. 


"TIS 20 ſmall Priviledge to have Liberty 5 


meet together, that we may Excite each other to aar 


Miniſterial Work, maintain Peace and Love 
22 our ſelves, and ds e e preſerve 


it in the Congregations ander our Care. Some, 
who Exvy w our Liberty, and the Aſſurances 


given ws by Her MAJES V. That She wil In- 
violably Maintain it, being utter Strangers to 


our Principles and Temper, have made it their 
"oy. fo s us 46 N Enemies 
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2 6 g ind have not rs to Su 
thet our Aſſemblies are deſign'd to promote Fa 5 
an and Difloyalty : Bur, while we can 4 


Remarks, and angry Reflections, which appear 


natur'd Spirit. 


 HOWEPER, te theſe Caoſeleſs ealon 
mate us more N. atchful and Circumſpect ; ker 


| Norance of fooliſh Men: Commending 6. 4 
|  felves to every Man's Conſcience, in the fight 


ort ef our LORD, var fervent Love to Souls, 
wy our untainted Loyalty to our SOVEREIGN, 


f che Church of England, plead for ws ; that 
218 thoſe who endeavour to  Blacken and Defame us, 
may be Aſham' d, having noEvil Thing to ſay 
of us. Let us not forlake the ASSEMBLINC 
_ -. our ſelves together, as the Manner of ſome is, 
5 but Exhort and Provoke one another to Love, 
3 and to good Works: That by our Simplicity, 
9 and Godly Sincerity, we may lay up in Store for — 
© bar ſelves a good Foundation for preſentCom 
= 2 2425 * This is the Hearty Freer 11 


n Reverend SIRS,”,. 


+1 IT: 
+4 „ 


1 ae a, | "Your AﬀeRionate bag: wy 
. And Fellow-Servant, 


— i | 


ral % : 
the Searcher of Hearts that we ſincerely deſire the 
Proſperity of the QUEEN, and the Good of the 
Nation, we need not much Regard ſuch froward 


- plainly to proceed from an Uncharitable and IIl- 


of GOD. Let our unwearied Diligence is the 


And our inoffenſive Carriage rowards our Brethren 


by Well doing we may put to dee the Ig 2 


* 
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+ - Preach'd before an 


Aſembly of Miniſters 
TAUNTON. 


*  COLOSS. IV. xvii. 
And ſay to Archippus, Take heed to the 

Miniſtry which. thou haſt received in 

the Lord, that thou fulfil it. 


—NHESE Words contain St. Pauls In- 
junction to the People at Caleſe, to ad- 
viſe Archippus their Miniſter, faithfully 
to diſcarge his Office. Good Miniſters 
455 are in danger of growing remiſs and 

negligent: In ſuch a caſe, their People, inſtead of 
backbiting and reproaching them; ought, (with 
due reſpect to their Perſons and Function) to exhort 
them to Fidelity and Diligence. They ſhould not 
fatter, and ſooth 'em in their Faults ; they ſhould 
not vilify, and ſlander them behind their Backs; 
but go to them, and excite them to wont | 


29 


r 
* . 9 


1 5 6 ä ge 5 : The Qualifications 
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WHATEVER was the Occaſion of this Advice, 
*tis very ſuitable to the Occaſion of our preſent 
MEETING : (And the Meetings of Miniſters have 
heen hitherto thought, by the moſt able, pious, 
and peaceable Divines, very uſeful to promote the 
Great Ends of our Miniſtry :) For if the Apoſtle 


would have the Coloſſians ſay thus to Archippus, it 


can't but be very proper for us, (my Brethren) to 


call upon one another, To take heed that we fulfil our 


1 ſhall not vex the Words, nor, crumble them 


into Parts; but from the main Scope of them, in- 


* 


iſt upon this 


. 
THAT i 5s the Dmy of every faithſul MINI. 
STER, to take heed that he fulfil the Miniſtry, 
which be bath received in the Lord. 


IN ſpeaking to which, I ſhall 
1. SHEW what it is to receive our Miniſtry in 


- the Lord. 


2. WHAT. Qualifications are requir'd- of them | 


that would receive, or in age in the Miniſtry, 
3. WHAT it is ro fulfil : 


| e Miniſtry: And how 
thoſe who are 3 for it, and have | receiv'd * 


mould take heed to fulfil it. F | 
4. CONCLUDE with ſome Particular Ad- 
- vice, F 7 
I am to ſhew what is is to receive our Miniſtry | 
in the Lord, 


THE Phraſe, in the Lord, d, xvels, is the ſame 


with d xvels, By the Lord. Faithful Miniſters have 
5 To N | | | a 


| 
| 


and Duties of Miniſters. 7 


a Truſt committed to them by Chriſt: They re- 
ceive their Miniſtry By the Lord. For. 
1ſt, OUR Lord hath Inſtituted this Office. 
Chriſt the King and Head of the Church, hath ap- 


pointed his Miniſters to publiſh the Glad Tidings 


of Salvation. As he call'd ſome Extraordinary Offi 
ers, | Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſis, to preach the 


- Everlaſting Goſpel, and to confirm it by Signs and 
Wonders, and divers Miracles, and Gifu ITO 
i7hoſt & : So he appointed - Paſtors, and Teachers, 
us his Standing Officers, to continue to the End of 
the World. 15 V 


3 


2dly, OUR Lord qualifies Perſons for the Mini- 


niſtry, and Inclines them to it. All Miniſterial 
Giſts and Graces are from Chriſt : He doth, by his 

- Spirit, powerfully and effectually move ſome to 
undertake this High, this Difficult, this Deſpiſed 
Office: He fits them for the Diſcharge of it; mak- 
ing them able Miniſters of the || New-Teftament, 
3dly, OUR Lord pres faithful Miniſters their 
Commiſſion. From Chriſt they receive their In- 
ſtructions, and from him they derive their Autho- 
rity. They receive their Miniſtry By Man; not 
From Man, but From Chriſt. Man Tries, Approves, 
and Inveſts ; Chriſt Qualifies, Inclines, and Sends. 


He :nables, and puts into the+ Miniſtry: What is done 


in his Name, and by his Order, He will own, 


Chriſt ſends thoſe, who are ſent, according to the 


| Rules of he Geipel. 


lam to ſhew what Qualifications are requir'd of 
them that would receive, or ingage in the Mi- 
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1 TIS requiſite that they have good Natural 
Parts and Abilities. They who are dull, or of 
weak and ſhallow Heads, are no way fit for this 


Office, If therefore ſuch as are intruſted with the 


Education of Youth, find any intended for the Pul- 


pit, to want Capacity, or to have clomſy Wits ; 


they ſhov'd give ſpeedy notice of it, that their 


Time, and their Friends Money may not be loſt; 


bat they may be diſpos'd of in ſome other Courſe of 
Life, in which they may be uſeful : For if all 
Comers be educated, and imploy'd, the Miniſtry 
muſt unavoidably fall into the greateſt Contempt. 
_ THEY have mean Thoughts of our Bleſſed 

Lord, and of this High and Holy Calling, who 

think ſuch of their Children as are of the ripeſt 
Wits, an Offering too good for the Altar: But if 


any of their Sons be either a Dunce, or Deform'd, 


he is doom'd to the Pulpit ; according to that of 
com, TSENG 
ei dirs puer ingen T 
/ 
which many Parents Exgliſb thus; Tu he be a Dull - 


Boy, he I ſerve well enough for a Parſon. 


%, THAT Perſons may be qualify'd for the 
Miniſtry, tis highly requiſite, that they have a 
| Learned Education: That they get a good Stock of 


Knowledge, and be train'd up in the Schools of the 
Prophets. I will not ſay tis of Abſolute Neceſſity; 


but certainly Learning is of great aſe to a Miniſter, 
who is not like to diſcharge his Office well, without 
Skill in the Tongues, 101 | 
_ ences, All ſober Chriſtians among vs ſeem now to 
be agreed, that ſuch as are deſign'd for the Mini- 


in Human Arts and Sci- 
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and Duties of Miniſters. 


ind, in a 8 8 manner, to apply themſelves to 
the Study of Divinity; and to be well acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures. The Jewiſh Learning, 
Hiſtory, Logic, and Philofophy, are good Helps to 


the right dividing the Word of Truth. They are ip- 


norant Enthuſiaſts, who decry Human Learning, 


and would have Miniſters burn all Books but their - 


A 15 . 
THE Jews had Schools for the Inſtruction of 


Vouth. The Jewiſh Writers think that Shem form- 


ed the firſt regular School, and ſet up ſome ſpe- 
cial Places for the Profeſſion and Propogation 
of * Learning: By the Tents of Sem, Gen. 9. 27. 


they nnderſtand the Schools of Shem. Where tis 
ſaid, that Rebekah went to enquire of the LORD, 
when the Children ſtruggled within her, Gen. 25. 22. 


The Jeruſalem Targum expounds it thus, She wem 
tothe School of Shem che + Great. Tis an Aſſertion 
of the Rabbis, That Jacob ſtudied in the Schools of. 


Shem and Heber. The. Hill of God, 1Sam.1o. . 


is thought to have a School or College, as well as a 
High Place: And the Company of Prophets, to be 
young Students, train d up in the Study of the Law, 


and in Singing Pſalms of Praiſe ||'to God. At 


Niaioth, in Ramah, was another College, or School 


of Prophetical Education; where we find Sanmet 
ſtanding, as appointed over the Company of the Prophets,” 


I Sam. 19. 20. He was Preſident of the College, who 
diſciplin'd thoſe young Scholars, and train d them 
vp to thoſe Preparatory Qualifications, eren 

e 0»? might 
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» Tlaac Abendana's Diſcourſes, c. 3. P. 129. ＋ Ainſ- 
port j in Loc. Jack ſen. . 


„ MS. 
mul oupht to go through a Courſe of Learning 8 
and, 
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might diſpoſe them for * Prophecy. In 2 Kings 
22. 14. we read of a College in Jeruſalem, where 
Huldab the Propheteſs dwelt. 2 Kings 3. 11. Eliſha 
is ſaid ro have poured Water on the Hands of Elijah, as 
his Diſciple. _ Frequent Mention is made of the 
Diſciples, or Sons of the Prophets. In 2 Kings 2. 2, 4. 
Elijah before his Tranſlation, viſits the Colleges at 
Bethel and Jericho. Eliſha ſucceeds his Tutor, as in 
Prophecying, fo in inſtructing the Sons of the 
Prophets; whom we find ſirring before him, 2 Kings 
4. 38. as his Pupils; and deſiring leave of him to 
build a more ſpacious College at Jordan, 2 Kings 
2 when their Habitation was too ſtrait for 
them. ER 555 5 
Vu ſee what care was taken for the Education 
of thoſe who were to inſtruct the People, in the 
Jewiſh Church: Anchl can't fee why a Learned, and 
Religious Education ſhould be leſs neceſſary among 
us. The Apoſtles and Diſciples had, (beſides the ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit) our Saviour's 
. Perſonal Inſtructions. „ e 
. CANDIDATES for the Miniſtry ought to ſtudy. 


_ hard, that they may be well furniſh'd with Learn. || 


* 


ing; nor ſhould any preſume to enter upon Preach- - 
ing, before they have a Readineſs in Interpreting, 
and Applying the Scriptures: And ſuch as are in 
the Miniſtry, onght to grow in Knowledge. Some 
of us entred young, and raw upon our Work; it 
therefore concerns us, by hard Study, and Dili- 
gence, to repair any Defects in our Education. 
And, whereas the whole Body of Diſſenters ſuffer 
upon the Account of ſome Illiterate Perſons, who 
have heretofore crept into the Mmſtryz we, ought 


"2 


x A ” _ 


| „ Smith's Select Diſcourſes of Prophecy, e. 9. p. 253+ ; „ -»b 
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and Duties of Miniſters. 11 | ? 

4 e 2 8. D ; K "1 f L 


to be very ſtri& in Examining, and cautious in 
Approving ſuch as propoſe themſelves, that we 
may not be thought to Countenance or Encourage 
thoſe who are not well qualify'd. * EY 
34y. HE that would obtain the Approbation of 
_ God, ought to have ſincere and unfeigned Piety. 
Divine Grace is neceſſary, as well as Natural Ca- 
pacity, and Acquir'd Learning. A Miniſter of 
Good Parts, and great Knowledge, who wants Ho- 
lineſs, is, as that Incomparable Miniſter, Mr. Jo- 
. ſeph Allein * ſaith, © Like Nebuchadnezzar's Image, 
© which had a Head of Gold, and Feet of Clay. 
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He is never like to take heed to his Miniſtry, who LI. 

doth not take hèed to himſelf, 1 Tim. 4. 16. Our wal 

Firſt Care ſhould be to fave our ſelves, to ſee that +4. 

the good Work be wrought in our own Souls. 1 

Gifts and Learning are requiſite for theEdification of 1 
others: Grace is neceſſary, that we may not periſh Fo 

| our ſelves... VVV {i 
\f WO be to us (Sirs!) if we be Strangers to that 1 
God, that Chriſt, that Holineſs, which we Preach iN 
do others. If we do by our Knowledge in Divine ''Y 


Things (to uſe the Words of the late Pious 
Mr. HarfordF) as Vintners do by their Wines, 
which they draw for their Gueſts, and not for 
themſelves. Tis fad to think, that precious Souls 
ſhould go to the Place of Torment from under our 
Pulpit : But how dreadful will our Condemnation 


_—_— 5 ee AG TOR.” 
IT 


be, if we, who conduct others to the Inheritance | ; 

in Light, ſhould our ſelves be caſt into Outer ri 
e e | \ 

_ -» BESIDES, they are never like to be hearty in i 

© $4. > ö TS: . : F 

their Endeavours to promote the Salvation of = 

8 | wy „ 1 
Alarm, p. 36. 7 M. S. Letter to a young Miniſter, n 
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thers, who have not ſecur'd their own, Tis 
poſlible, I grant, for Fooliſh Parents to beget Wiſe 
Children; for Bad Miniſters to promote the Spiri- 
tual Good of their Hearers. God is able to feed 


EIS 
> - 


1408 Gn IE * 


his Servaats, as once he did his Prophet, by a Ra- 


ven: But commonly he uſes thoſe as Seals, to im- 
— his || Image upon the Hearts of others, who 


#0 ve it ingraven upon their own. 


77 . | 
Io fulfil our Miniſtry, is faithfully to diſcharge 


* 


1 
—_ * "4 * * * 


on Davies of Minifters. 


N nm n 


us from Contempt, if we fail i in the Diſcharge of 


this part of our Office. 


THERE are ſeveral things 1 which deſerve our. | 


Ga with reſpect to our Preaching. 

I. WE ought t Speak the Things e 4 

SOUND Doctrine, Tit. 2. 1. A faithful Steward 

will ive wholeſome Food, the Sincere Milk of the 
YE We ſhould in our Doctrine ſhew Uncorrupt- 


5 — Tit. 2. 7. And not 67:09) JSnoxanay Teach any _ 8 


other Doctrine, than what is according to Truth 


and Godlineſs, 177m. 1. 3. A good Miniſter will not 


dare to ſet the Stamp of Divine Authority upon his 


own Fancies, add his Dreams to God's Word, nor 


mix his Ch with Gods M heat, Fer. 23. 28, 25 
He will not ſhun to 22 Le his People; all 7 
[Council of God: Nor keep 3 mhich is 
fitable for them. He — ates his 


ctrine by the Holy 3 that what he Jelivers . 
may come with Power and Efficacy upon Mens Con- 


ſciences; as one trho knows what a mighty Rever- 
ence all Serious Chriſtians haveifor the Oracles of 
Sod. He is careful to bring Matter out of his Text, 


and to make his Sermon upon it: And does not firſt 
| compoſe his Diſcourſe, and then preſs a Text to it's 
- , ſervice: | His Doctrinal, and Prattical Inferences, 2 are 
Not ford: Nor does he Ramble, and Hale into his 
Diſcourſes what is impertivent, and foreign to his 


Subject; but enterrains his Hearers with what flows. 


Naturally, or is drawn eaſily out of the Wells of 


Salvation. He cites Texts of Scripture not barely 


by his Concordance or Memory, but with Judgment, | 


not by Number, but by Weight. 
II. WE ought to inſiſt moſt upon weighty and 


5 neceſſary Points. The People ſhould hear from us 
Wor ds whereby they may be Saved. Our Texts ſnould 


| be Proper, and well choſen :. oy ſuch as ſeem to 
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have Humonr * in them; or that muſt be long 
wrought upon, before they are underſtood. - We 


3 


| ſhould frequently diſcourſe of the great Doctrines 


and Duties of the Goſpel, the Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion, and Satiſſaction of Chriſt, Regeneration, Faith, 
Repentance, and Holineſs. . 


Ak that wonld approve himſelf to God, will not 


ex! 2 Tim. 2. 14. Strive about Words, He 


doth not feed his People with Wind, barren Noti- 
ons; nor with the dry Husks of Curious Queſtions; | 


Neither doth he give them Stones, needleſs Con- 


troverſies inſtea 


of Bread: But Nouriſnes them 
with the Words of Faith, and of good Doctrine. 
He knows that Controverſies in the Pulpit are the 
food of | Contention; and is convinc'd that the 


_ -Priace of Peace did not come into the World to fill 


Mens heads with meer Speculations, to kindle a 
fire of contentious Diſputes, or to inflame their 


Spirits with angry Debates; but to ſeek and Save 


loſt Souls. The way to Heaven which He Taught, 
is Plain and Eaſy, if we have but Honeſt Hearts: 


Nor do we want much Skill in Criticiſ-r, or School» 


\D:tinftions, to underſtand what we muſt do to be 


HEV are not like to Fulfil their Miniſtry, who - 
puzzle the Heads of their Hearers with New 


Schemes; Scare them with Harſh Doctrines, or ob- 


trude upon their Belief ſuch nice, and unneceſſary 


Points as are above their Capacities, inſtead of gi- 


ving them Something to make them wiſer, and bet- 


ter: Nor do they behave themſelves as they ought, 


in the Houſe of God, who open and lock up Hea- 


ven with the Key of their private Sentiments, 


making their Darling Notions the Shibboleth by 


which 
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Faſtoral Care. p. 217. 


% 


9 SORE 2 2 1 


And Duties of Miniſters. 5 
which they try, and doom People to theit Eternal 


S - | & e 2 
_ . WHAT a ſhame is it, that Sermons ſhould be 4 
turn'd into Invectives againſt CEREMOMIES, or 5 
Declamations againſt SCHISM ? That Paſſionate — 
Conformiſts ſhould rail at Conſcientious Diſſenters = 
as Hypocrites, and Humourſom People; or Peeviſn 4 
Diſſenters revile thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Church as 1 
85 Formaliſts, and Strangers to the Power of Godli- j 
" |. neſs ? That UNITED BRETHREN ſhonld throw 1 
Dirt upon one another ? That any among us ſhould a 
a 95 about to ſet up their own judgments as the Stan- WO 
dard of Truth, and to Silence, or lay aſide as - "i 
uſeleſs Men of Parts, and Piety, who are Sound in” | 
the Faith; becauſe they will not Subſcribe their  — 
ORTHODOX PHRASES ? And this, when Multi- ol 
tudes of our Hearers, on all 29 are groſly Igno-' 3 
| ns or notoriouſly Careleſs of their precios i 
JOU © nets 401 * „„ . i 
1 IF St. Paul, or St. John, St. Baſil, or St. Chry-" 4 
| ſoſtom, or any of the glorious Lights of the Primi- | L 
tive Church, ſhould ariſe out of their Graves, and -——_ 
find 'Chriſtians, Reform'd Chriſtians, - thus quar- = 
relling about Modes and Circumſtances, about No- — 
- tions and Phraſes, how would they be fill d with © i 
Surprize and Wonder, with deep Sorrow, and juſt | 
Indignation, to behold the degenerate' State of . 
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Chriſtianity in our Age! i 

E therefore whoſe Heart is fill'd with Love to 
Chriſt, and Compaſſion to Souls, will ſtudy to pro- 

mote Peace and Holineſs. He will not be too 
Dogmatical in what is not clearly reveal'd ; nor 
will he amuſe his People with his peculiar Opinions, 
in things remote from the Foundation. He does 
not love to take a great deal of pains to little pur- 


16 ieee, 


poſe: Like à ſort of Spirits one * ſpeaks of, who 


haunt Mines. They ſeem to be very buſy in digging, 
breaking and drawing up the Oar; but when they 


ate gone, the Labourers find nothing done. Thus 


do ſome Preachers quote Authors, dwell long upon 


Words and Phraſes in which is no difficulty, divide 


and ſubdivide their Texts in Logical Terms, keep 
ado about the Originals and Verſions, ſummon a 


Jury of Expoſitors, inſiſt much upon the leaſt Cir- 


cumſtances of a Text, they argue, raiſe Objections, 


make new Diſcoveries: But with all this pompous 


Shew of Learning, their Hearers receive no Be- 
nefit, nor is the Work of their Salvation at all pro- 


. LES | EY 
O © Bleſſed Prince of Peace! What Strangers are 


they to the Wiſdom which is from above, and to 


thy Gracious Deſign in coming into the World, 


who will not be quiet themſelves, longer than they 


' 
1 
e 


are drawing the Saw of Contention, nor let others 
alone, unleſs they receive their Dictates as Oracles: 


But act, as if they were ſent to proclaim War, and 


alarm cht Church, about ſuch things as are either 


unreveapd, or in which the moſtꝰ Learned, and Pi- 
© ous have different Apprehenſon?çę 


III. WE ought: to Preach Plainly, ſuiting our 
Method and Stile to the Capacity of our Hearers. 
OUR Method ſhould be clear and intelligible. 
We ſhould contrive dur Diſcourſes ſo, that-every 


part may have its right place. Some huddle and | 
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| *' Geo, Agricola, De Animantibw Subterraneis, h. 30 


Hi vagamur in puteis & cuniculis : Et quum nibil agant, 


in omni laborum genere videntur ſe exercere: quaſi modo 


fodiant venas, modo in vaſa effundant id quod effoſſum eſt, 985 
mogo verſent machinam tractor iam. 
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Aud Duties of Miniſters. 3 
jumble many things together: Their Sermons are a 
meer Chaos; a rude, and undigeſted heap of Matter, 
without Order. If we ſtudy the Profit of our Hear- 
ers, we ought to uſe ſuch a Method, as that they 
may perceive the Connexion, and Dependance of 
one thiug upon another: Not aiming to handle all 
Texts exactly the ſame way, and making a Set of 
. Reaſons,” Uſes, and Morives ſerve indifferently 
upon all Occaſions ; but accommodating our Method 
and Matter to our Subject. | OO ge 
OUR Stile ſhould be Eaſy and Familiar : Plain, 
that we may be underſtood by the Unlearned and 
Ignorant; Proper and Natural, that we may not 
be”: deſpiſed by the Learned and Intelligent. 
We fhould avoid Bombaſt Words, and abhor Jeſts' 
and Jingles, Puns and Quibbles: The Ute of which 
is deſervedly cenſur'd as a horrid Profanation of 
Sacred Things in the Pulpit, and exploded as Boy- 
_ iſh Trifling, and Contemptible Fooling any where 
eMe.: We ſhould labour after a convincing, unaf. 
fected ſort of Oratory: And in our common Diſ- 
ceourſes in the Pulpit, uſe Words and Phraſes which 
are not much out of the utual way of Converſation.” 
is hard (faith * one) to ſpeak ſo plainly, as to 
make half the Common People underſtand us. 
The Language of Scholars, and Men of Liberal 
Education, is much different from that of the 
Vulgar. A Multitude of neater Words inſenſibly 
< infinuateithemſelves ; and, by uſe, become fami- 


J lar, and natural to us: Which, tho' they are 


© Plain to us, are not ſo to the llliterate. 
IH ERE is a Cloſeneſs and Strength of Rea-. 
ſoning, which, tho' very acceptable to Men of 
| 1 ts Parts 
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Parts and Learning, is too elaborate for Common - 
Underſtandings: And there is an Affected Fineneſs 


of Expreſſion, which does not at all become the Pul- 


pit: Tis (as One calls it) like ſtroaking the 
Peoples Conſciences with a Feather dipt in Oyl. 


Accurate Definitions in School-Terms, and all Un- 


' common Latin and Greek Words, tho put in an Eng- 


tfh web are more apt to amuſe than to edify ; 


: 
: 


intricate, and take pains not to be underſtood. 


more likely to make the Hearers ſtare, and think 
the Preacher Learned, than to make them Wiſe 
and Holy. A Spruce, Quaint Stile, and a Flaunt- 


Ing Eloquence, do not ſound well out of the Mouth 


of an Ambaffador of Chriſt : And tis often ſeen; that 
when the Language of a Sermon is Rich and Florid, 
the Senſe is Pdor and Mean 
{THERE is, on the other Hand, a looſe and care- 
leſs way of Talking, which ſome, by delivering 
their Sermons without Notes, fall into: And find- 
ing it eaſy to themſelves, and plauſible to the inju- 
dicious, are tempted to continue in. There is alſo 


* 


a Clomniſu, Slovenly way of ſpeakiag, which ſome 
like, as being Plain and Familiar: But this is a Fa- 
miliarity which breeds Contempt. The frequent 
uſe of Vulgar Proverbs, Homely Similitudes, Ridieu- 


=: 


Phraſes, and telling Idle Stories. is indecent, un- 
table to the Majeſty of Divine Truths, and un- 
grateful to Men of good Senſe 7 who can't hear ſuch » 


Stuff without ſhrinking, and bluſhing for the 


Preacher. Again, There is an obſcure, perplex d, 
crabbed stile. Some are pleas'd with their being 
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WE ought to avoid theſe Extremes. Our stile 
ſhould be clean and Smooth,and our Words roper. 
Tho' a Taudry Drels looks ill on Chriſt? s Miniſters; 
yet they ſhould not appear in publick, in Tatter'd | 
and Ragged Cloaths : A Manly Simplicity is moſt 
taking, and Plainneſs is the beſt Eloquence, and 


moſt forcible. We are Debtors both to the wiſe, 
and to the Unwiſe, and ought to. condeſcend to 


thoſe Scholars in our Lord's School, whoare of the 
Loweſt Form, not thinking it much to teach the 
Babes in Chriſt their A, B, C. 

IV. WE ought to ſpeak * « Wordin Sake ſuit: 
ing our Diſcourſes to the Neceſſities of our Hearers: 


that we may rouze and awaken the Sleepy and Se- 


cure, ꝶ warn the Unruly, comfort the Fall Minde d, 
ſupport the Weak, and give every one his Portion. We 


ſhould oppoſe the Dangerous Errors, and prevail | 


ing Vices, of the Time, and Place in which we 
live: And indeavour to ſet home what we deliver 
upon the Conſciences of our People, that they may 
ſmite upon their Breaſts, and ſay, What have I done ? 
_ — ſet before them the Terrour of the Lord, 

epreſent unto them the Danger of reſting in 


— ptiſm, in their Priviledges, in their Zeal 


for Diſputable Opinions, or-in the External. Inſtru» 
mental Duties of Religion ; without getting Con- 
formity to God in Heart and Life. 

WE ought to be Faithful, but Prudeat i in Repro- 


not expos'd. A Guilty Conſcience is very Touchy, 
and will quickly take a hint. 
WE ſhould indeavour to reduce Chriſtian Truths 


to Pra æice, and to make our Hearers know wbae 


* Tfaiah 50. 4. 1 Theſ. 3 14. 


ving: That Sin may be diſgrac'd, but the Sinner 
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J mw Perſon they ought to be in all 2 * 
8 ſation and Godlineſs. We ſhould convince them of 


the hainouſneſs of their Sins, and the danger of 
their Neglects: Serving their Souls, not their Wills, 
or Luſts; Preaching to their Hearts, not to their 


> 45 manifeſtation of the Truth, commending our 2 
Mans Conſcience in the Sight of © Go 


to Believe in Chriſt, or to be Holy; but ſhould 
every thing to the Condition of our Hearers: 


* EN OE "I"Ig 


For General Diſcourſes have commonly but little 
effect upon the Minds of Men: 


| Screw'id and Sower Faces, Mimick Motions, a 
|: whatever offends agaiuſt Modeſty and Decency. 


a5 welk as Affected Tones and Whining, We thou 
raiſe our Voice when our Matter Wen it, and 


. our o-n _ wy aprons We —— imitate 
„ ohn the Baptiſt, who was A Burning and a 
5 Fry We ſhould firſt burn with Zeal for hers 


t Souls, if we would fhine by Chriſtian Instru- 
ions: Our Counſels, and Exhortations will be 
' faint and feeble, our Reproofs flat aud dull, if 1280 


do not proceed from an ardent Spirit. 


lll Thave done with the Fest Dary which a 


Miniſter muſt perform, if He would fulfil his Mi- 
oy” He ought to Preach the =. Ce- 


** "I * Ma 


* 
* 
— 


. 2. Oar: 42. 4 Johns 75 TR 


e explain theſe things, indeavouring to 
ring 


V. WE ought to deliver our Br Sb with all 
Gravity and- Seriouſneſs, avoiding antick Geſtures _ 
nd 


Fancies; * Nor handling the Word of God deceitfully ;, | 


——— —— 


ſhould not reſt in Generals, as in Exhorting ed b 


We outzht to be earfeſt, warm, and lively; Speak- 
„ ing as thoſe who Believe and Feel what — utter: 
55 Vet Shunnin (extravagant Loudneſs,” and Bawlin a z 


indeavour to awaken the Aﬀe@ions of our People, : 


1 
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and Duties of Miniſters. 281 


_ Secondly, ANOTHER Miniſterial Duty to be per- 
form'd by us, is, Publick PRAYER. In this we are 
to be the Peoples Mouth to God; and therefore 
ſhould indeavour after an Ability to expreſs out : 
ſelves ſuitably to the Neceſſities of the Congregati- | 8 
ons in which we Officiate, and to the Providences - : 
of God towards us. We ought to ſearch the 5 
Scriptures,. to examine our own Hearts, and uſe tte | 
Helps afforded us, that we may get the Gift of Pray- <q 
er: And we ſhould ſtir up the Gift that is in us, 1 
that we may ſpeak to God with ſuch Seriouſnefs 
and Devotion, as becomes thoſe who have a Holy 
Aw of his Majeſty upon our Hearts; and expreſs 
our ſelves in ſuch a Method as is clear, and ſuch 
' Wards as are proper, without nauſeous Tautolo- 


gies, ungratefil Fauſes, or rambling impettinen. 
£1 5 | We ME 4 25 1 r inan 


2 Thirdy, HE that would fulfil his Miniſtry oug 
to Feed Chriſt's Lambs, teaching the Young and 18 
dee the Principles of Religion, in the familiar w 
of CAT ECHIZ ING, that they may have the better 
reliſh of Preaching: For Preaching without Cate- 
chizing, is like building without a good Foundati- 
on. He that would contribute his aſſiſtance to the 
Refgiſhation of the Age, muſt begin N 
and train them up betimes in the ways of God. 
The main care of the Education of Children, lies 
.ypon Parents: But Miniſters ſhould not think 
themſelyes excus'd, by what they do, or ought ta 


do, If we were more hearty in this work, if we 
took delight in explaining the great Truths of our 
Religion, to young, People, their Parents and Ma- 
ſters would be more willing to ſend them, and they 
would be more forward to offer themſelves to he 
Iaſtructed: But if we do it but ſeldom; if we 
look upon it as a Task; if we ſhuffle it a 
e e and 
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The Qualifications 


ks © RTP ; . — 5 5 
and in haſt, no wonder if it grow more and more 


into diſeſteem and diſuſe: And, I am afraid, the 


fad effect of the Neglect of Catechizing in this 


Age, will diſcover it ſelf in the Groſs Ignorance of 
ä 5 e 
IEIs Exerciſe was in great requeſt at the -R R- 
FORMATION, and did much to promote it. The 
Church of Rome, was ſo Senfible of this, that the 
Council of TRENT ſtrictly injoins it, ordering the 


\ Biſhops * if need be, to proceed againſt thoſe who 


” 


neglect it with Eccleſiaſtical Cenfures © 
LE none of us live in the negle& of this Duty, 
nor perform it ina ſlight and careleſs manner. Tis 


not enough to ask the Queſtions of the Catechiſm, 
and receive the Anſwers : But we ſhould ſhew the 
meaning, and help the Children, and others, to un- 


derſtand what they ſay, by propoſing ſome other 


Queſtions, and by giving plain, ſhort and clear, 


Explications of every Point. 1 
Föourtlly, HE that would fulfil his Miniſtry ought 


to adminiſter the Sacraments of Baptiſm and theZord's 


Supper. I take it for granted, that all are convinc'd, 
that Baptiſm ſhould, when there is not a great Rea- 


fon to the contrary, be Celebrated in the Publick 


'Alſembly ; and that the Lord's Supper ſhould be Ad- 


* 


aver our Flcks: Viſiting them, Conferring with them, 
Inquiring into the State of th 


— 
+ 


Reproving, Comforting them as there is occaſion. 


miniſter d frequently: Therefore I ſhall not inlarge 
FFW FF 
_. Eiftbly, ANOTHER Miniſterial Duty is watching 
Inqu nt eir Souls, and apply- 
Ing our ſelves to them, ſuitably to their particular 
Caſes, and Conditions; Inſtructing, Admoniſhing, 
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and Duties of Miniſters. 


We ſhould encourage our Hearers to reſort to us, 
and adviſe with us, about the Matters of their 
Souls; that we may acqualut them with their Duty, 


reſolve their Doubts, and fortify them againſt the 


Temptations with which they are aſlavlted. The 
General Counſels, and Advices whichare given from 
the Pulpit, can't reach the Caſes of particular Per- 
_ ſons; therefore Private Conference, and Perſonal 
Inſtruction are-very ell. 

I am afraid we are Faulty in this reſpect. We are 
too apt to confine our Work, to the Publick Exer- 
ciſe of our Function; If we Pray, and Preach, and 
Adminiſter the Sacraments, we imagine we have 
Ffulfill'd our Miniſtry: But the Apoſtles, and many 
Pious Miniſters have given us a better Pattern “, 
Teaching Publickly, and frem Houſe to Houſe, I can't 


but think on the Complaint of Mr. Hieron, on his 


Death-Bed: I confeſs (faith he) That in Pub- 
lick I have been ſomew hat full i nReproo, in Ad- 
4 monition, in Inſtruction; but in Private, m 

4 Backwardneſs, my Baſhfulneſs, my Daſtardlineſs 
e hath been intolerable: And, I may truly ſay, that 


ik any thing lies as a burden upon my Conſcience, 


et this Is It. 


As for the exerciſe of DISCIPLINE, ſo much | 


| hath been ſpoken here, upon a like occaſion, Two 
Years ago, by a Learned Brother, whoſe Diſcourſe 
is publiſh'd +; that I fall ſay but lirtle. If we 


cannot well under our preſent Circumſtances, ex- - - 


erciſe Diſcipline, as were to be wiſh'd: Yet let us 
ſupply what is wanting, as well as we can, by Pri- 
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vate Admonitions; and, if we are Backward to 
uſe the Keys, to ſhut out of the Houſe of God; 
let us be doubly diligent in warning, and admoniſh- 
ing Scandalous Sinners, that we may, if poſſible, 
bring them to Repentance. Private Reproofs, and 
Admonitiops, if given with Seriouſneſs, Earneſtneſs, 
and Compaſſion to Sinners, might be of great uſe to 
reclaim them. „ 1 
. WHETHER Miniſters have Power, now, to Deli- 
ver up to Satan, and Totally to exclude from Publick 
Ordinances, and the Priviledges of the Church, is 
made a Controverſy: But, that they may Admoniſh 
Offenders, and, if upon private Admonition they 
do not Reform, Rebuke them ſharply, and Publick- 
ly, there is no doubt. And tho We have no Power 
to bring Notorious Sinners to Open Penance, yet 
we may declare in Publick the Methods we have 
us'd with them in Private, and warn our People to 
7 rg them, and have no intimate Society with 
hem. Fü EO ep bis TE 
. LET vs not think that we fulfil our Miniſtry, if 
wePreacha Sermonor Two in a Week. This is no 
very hard Task: But the greateſt difficulty lies in 
watching over the Flock, that we may know the 
tate thereof, and may be able to give ſafe Counſel 
under trouble of Conſcience, and ſuitable Directi- 
ons, both in Sickneſs, and in Health. _ | 
_ Sixthly, IF we would fulfil our Miniſtry, We 
ought to & ſhew our Selves Patterns of good Works, 
What ever Learning a Miniſter is Maſter of, how 
well foever He diſcharges the Publick Duties of his 
Function: Yet if a Holy, and Exemplary Life be 


wanting, his Learning is but as = Jewel of Gold in 4 
5 S ͤ!uines 
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and Duties of Miniſters. LE 25 


Swiner ] Stone, We ought therefore to watch over - 
_ our Hearts, and Ways; to take heed to our Selves, 
fo the Temper of our Minds, and to the Courſe of 


out Lives; to keep our Paſſions under ſtrict Diſci- 
pline, and to be Exemplary in our Converſations. 


5 e Ore: 
WE ought to keep our Paſſions under ſtrict Diſcs- 


pline; to be Meek, Humble, and Patient; Reprov- 


ing witk Gentleneſs, Exhorting with all Long-uf- 
fering, Condeſcending to Men of low Eſtate, and 


not being Wiſe in our own Conceit. A Proud, 


Huffing, Lofty Carriage, will bring upon us the 
Wrath of God, and the Scorn of Men: But Humi- 


lity, Meekneſs, and Patience will make Good Men 


* 


Love us, and even Bad Men Reverence, and E- 
e, redo | N 


WE may have much occaſion for the Exerciſe of 
theſe Graces; Froward, Peeviſh, Captious People 


will try us. Some of God's Husbandmen Plant, and 
Prune Hedges of Briars, and Thorns : The more 
Pains they take, the more Pricks and Scratches they 
get. However they that are Faithful, and in Meekneſs 
inſtru& thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, ſhall not loſe 
their Reward. *© —- akin S | 
WE ought to watch over our Ways, and to be 
Exemplary in our Converſations. Our Life ſhould 
not contradi& our Doctrine. *Tis not enough that 
our Converfation be Blameleſs, and Harmleſs; it 
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| ought to be Eminently Holy. A 1 preacher, who 185 
to 


bere, and Happy for ever. 


FFT 


Matth. 5. 13, 14. 


7 


lives a bad Life, is fitly compar the Statues of 
Mercury, ſet up in High-ways, which direct Paſ- 


ſengers, but don't ſtir themſelves. Miniſters Lives 
are more obſerv'd by many than their Doctrine. 


There is a Generation of Men, who endeavour to 
make People believe that Religion is a Cheat, and 
Impoſture: And that all the buſineſs of our Pro- 
feſſion is to Support the Fraud. Our Office is eve- 
ry where ſpoken againſt. The Contempt of the Cler- 

is almoſt univerſal: And PRIEST-CRAFT is 

ome a Proverb, and a By-word, Now, that we 
may Magnifie our Office, and ſecure our Miniſtry from 


Contempt, we ought to ſhine as lights in the World, 
and to live fo, as to convince People that we believe 


what we Teach; that we are in earneſt in our in- 
deavours to ſave their Souls; and that we have no 
worſe deſign upon them, than to make them Holy 


THEY who don't underſtand a Miniſters Abili- 


ties, are ſhrewd Judges of his Actions. Our Offices 

' tho? Sacred, and Honourable, will not ſecure us 

from Contempt, if we do_not a& ſuitably to it. 

In vain do any expect that the Dignity of their 
Function will command Reſpect, or that they ſhall 


be reverenc'd for their Cloak, or for their Gown and 


+ Caſſeck; if they want that Wiſdom, and Holineſs, 
that Gravity and Seriouſneſs, which their Office 
calls for. We are deſign'd to be Lights in the World: 


It we fall into groſs Errour, or Scandalous. Sin, we 
ſhall miſlead others, 'or cauſe them to ſtumble and 
fall. We ought to be the Salt of the Earth ; We 


good 
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and Duties of Miniſters. . 27 


good Life, that we may preſerve them from the 
Corruption which is inthe World thro? Luſt : If Mini- 
ſters loſe their Sæuour, tis to be fear'd, the grow- 
ing Putrification will eat out all Senſe of Religion a- 
mong us. We ovght therefore to diſtinguiſh our 
ſelves from others, by our Holineſs, and Circum- 
ſpection, that we may do what we can to ſtop the 
Torrent of Profaneneſs, which threatens to bear 
down all before it. pn” 8 Ns | 


Ou Uſefulneſs depends upon our Reputation. 


Tf we be Looſe in our Morals, Light and Vain in 
our Behaviour, our People will think that they may 
Sin with Allowance. The beſt Sermons loſe their 
Efficacy, when they are not ſeconded by a good Ex- 
ample. He that Preaches up Humility, and walks 
in Pride, that Exhorts to Mortification, and lives 
in Pleaſure, Tempts his Hearers to flight his Do- 
_ Arine, and provokes God to render him Vile, and 
Contemptible in their Eyes. 
BESIDES, a Miniſter of a Bad Life, can't Pray, 
or Preach with ſuch Fervour and Earneſtneſs, as a 
good Man does. He has (& as one ſaith) a Cleg on his 
Foot, and a Gag in his Teeth : He can t be free, and 
hearty in his Exhortations, or bold, and earneſt in 
his Reproofs. As for us, who Diſſent from the E- 
ſtablifh d Church, our Faults, and Follies will be Im- 
prov'd, and Magnify'd, and we repreſented as un- 
worthy of the Liberty we injoy. If we do not 
lead blamelels lives, our Diſſent will be Imputed, not 
to Tenderneſs of - Conſcience, but to Faction and Hu- 
mour. . nne e | 
THERE is a Complaint that We, eſpecially the 
Tunger ſort of Mimiſters, degenerate from the wm 
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neſt, Gravity, and Seriouſneſs of our Predegeſſors. I 
know, ſdme, out of their fondneſs for the Elder 
Ainiſters, ſeem to Envy the Tounger their deſerved 
Praiſe; and, inſtead of making juſt Alomances for 
their Age, and Temper, pick up, and improve every - 
thing that tends to their Diſcredit: However, it 
concerns us to be very circumſpect, that we may 
not give occaſion, to thoſe who ſeek. it, A Right 

 ' Reverend perſon, in his Excellent Diſcourſe of the 
Paſtoral Care , ſuggeſted ſeveral Years ago, That 
the Difſenters had, in a great meaſure, loſt the 
4 good Character for Nuntinef which once they had: 
And a late Writer tells us, If the Piſſent ers, 
4 on Pretence of grow ing acquainted, and fine Gen- 
* Yemen, and the like, link more and more into the 

* bad Cuſtoms of the World, I can aſſure em, 
„ vithout pretending to Prophecy, and, I hope, 
K withont being in this accounted their Enemy, 
2 that their growing Logſneſi will prave their Ruine. 
ITheſe Reflections, fomever ;exere, and Cl-hope ) 
cauſeleſs, ou d make us more diligent in gur Stu- 
dies, more canſtant in gur Labours, and, ahove all, 
more exemplary in our Lives; that, we may do 
what we can, to Reform what is amiſ in our Selves, | 
5 and in our Hearers, chat heftihat is f the om rar 
{tao aſban'd, havingino Evil thing to, ſay of us. 

"Tis not-Serapling at Ceremonies, Seal for Purity, 
nor yet a demure Look, a melting Tone, or forc'd 
Gravity will procure us Love and Eſteem, if We 
want real worth, or lead bad lives. I 
OUR preſent Circumſtances call for great Pru- 


dence in our behaviour towards thoſe from whom 
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abhor little Arts to draw 


believe that Spiteful, Suggeſtion, that we are graſping 
at Pomer, or forming Deſigns to undermine the Nate: 


pity them, 


Out goed converſation. our War 


P 


uud Duties of Miniſters, 2 


We Diſſenr. We ought to carry it reſpectfullyß; 
to avoid what would PANS, or provoke ; to 


iſciples after our ſelves: 
To Honour Pious and Learned Conformiſts; to re- 


ʒjoice in their Gifts, and Graces, and to Bleſs God 


for their Succeſs. We ſhould do what we can to 
reſtrain others from making anhandſom Reſtections, 
upon thoſe Modes of Worſhip which are Legally Efla- 


bliſh'd, We ſhould be thankful for our Liberty, and 
faithfully improve it; but not give any occaſion to 


1 


onal Con kitution. $278 es 63 $8. 8772 
As for thoſe who are Strangers to that Temper, 
and. Moderation, which become them as Aer, as 
Scholars, as. Miniſters of . Chriſt ; who expoſe thoſe 


among us that are in, HOLY ORDERS, as meer 


Lay-Men, and Jlitgrate Mechanicks ; when, at the 
ſame time, they wou d faindepriveus of a Learned 
Education; who.declaim againſt us as. Schiſmaticks, 

when they are for keeping up the Wall of Separation, 
and will part with, nothing in order to Heal the 


Churches Wounds ; who. leave us to the ancovenanted 


Mercies of God, on a Level with Tur and Hea- 
thens : Wemuſt not render Railing for Railin „ but 

and deſire God to gie them a better 
Spirit. Far be it from us to imitate them in their 
irregular. Heats, and Paſſions, ox in the black Arts 
of Detraction Ant Deanery 2 he us rather ſhem 

{con nb with Meckreſn,and 
Wiſdom; doing good to them thas hate u, and 221 


Knete that Reproach ut; and we ſhall find, that 


Humble, inoffenſive Carriage will Confute whom 
we can't Conyince; and Kindneſs,” with good Off- 
ces, is the way to make many our Friends, who are 
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e mz FREE? wha in as i Minty. T a 
| dreſs w Tel to you, O Young Men! Not to In- 
ru@ you, but to put you in remembrance of your 
Dy. You ate Stron 1 and Vigorous, of ſuch an 
Age, and State of Body and Mit, as renders you 
3 Capable to be uſeful in the Church, You have 
been Conſecrated. to God: Seriouſly "conſider your 
Wark ation-Vows ;, 'give your ſelves © wholly to your. 
58 and ml full, 2 2 'of vou, Minty. 
ca 25 ARN pos ds the great Leſſion of dogs of and 
- en ntertain mean 8 Of your 
ſelves. Reflect upon your 4 . "Paſſions, and 
Wir, that you may not be pe with Pride. 
When you are commended, and apf _— think 
Bus: . this Praiſe to my 


may 
Lobe God to leave me, to ſuffer me to Al into fore 
| 5 5 8 Or Scandalous Sin. God may juſtly | 


my Parts, or ſuffer my Reputation to be Sul 
8 my Honour laid in the Duft, 

NIFTE your: Office and keep vp your Oredit, 
5 brs Chak by 7 oufneſe, not by Huffing or Hee 
Zoring, not b ting or Swelling, Speaking 
| ie: 6 or tooklag High, b making your: People 
5 and keep welk diſtance : But'by Serioufnefs, 
Agence, 1 layi 118. out your of 
Honour of God, aud eh gpod of Souls. Reverence 
now It You Deſp Def Ue your ſelves, no wonder 

otters Deſpiſe you. Elis Sons, by their Wick 
edack, N — upon themfetves, and 


cauled 


* 
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and Duties of Miniſters. 31 
— 1 — EP” YA 8 4 
cauſed the offering of the Lord to be abhor d: But John 
the Baptiſt, who was a juſt Man, and an Holy, was 
fear d even by Proud Herolt'. 
MARK thoſe things which cauſe Offences, and a- 
uoid them. Give none Occaſion to complain of you, 
that you Preach as if you were Diſciples of Seneca, 
or Plato, rather than of Chrifg, by quoting their 
Works more frequently than the Inſpired Writers; 
and by outing ſo upon the Principles, and Duties 
of Natural Religion, as to Neglect to Inſtruct your 
Feopje in the Dettrines of Chriſtianity. he 
| not debaſe the Majeſty of Preaching by Rea» 
ding all, or by poreing upon your Notes. Be not flug-0 
giſh and dull in the Pulpit. If you Preach coldly, 
you will rock your People aſleep: If your Words 
freeze between your Lips, they are not like to con- 
vey any warmth, to the Hearers Hearts. Speak 
therefore, es thoſe that haue Authority, and not as 
School-hoys that are ſaying their Leſſen. 
_ LABOUR the Ward and Doctrine. Take pains 
in your Studies, that you may not offer to God, and 
the People that which coſts you little, Be frequent 
in Compoſmg : And beware leſt by indulging Sloth, 
you bring a Ruſt upon your Faculties, They are 
In danger of becoming Poor in Knowledge, and Parts, 


0 


who thus deal with a flack Hand. __ eg 
BE not over buſie with Controverſies; Neither 
liſt your ſelves among the Diſputers of this World. 
Go not beyond your th, nor aim to get your 
lelves a Name, by Confuting receiv'd © oy 2 

his 


oppoſing Men of Nate and Reputation : Tho“ 


i .* 


may gain you the Admiration of ſome-weak. Zea- 
lors, the Learned and Judicious will Pity and Scor 

vou, for your Pride, and Conceit. *Tis bad for thoſe 
who have but a ſmall ſtock of Learning no ſet up 


the Trade of- GENE Errours. 
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FALL. not out among your ſelves. *Tis no time for 
United Brethren to Duel one another. follow” after 
the things that make for Peace. Uſe not the Pulpit as 
a Drum, to ſet People a Fighting about what they 
dont Underſtand. Neither eſpouſe a Party, nor 
Feen Mans ſleeve. Honeſtly, 
and Impartially ſearch for Truth, and Love, an 

imbtace it wherever you find it: Yet Lean not too 
much to your omn Underſtandings. Do not ſacrifice 
Truth to Worldly Intereſt, nor rend the Church 
bout Diſputable matters: But if you have Faith, 


; have it to your ſelves. 


10 candidates, As for you, Sirs, who have 
been for a'conſiderable time imploy d In Pre aching, 
but are not yet Or dn: I can't Apply the Cauti- 
on in my Text, To fulfil the Miniſtry which you have 
 Fecern/d unto you; But I'with' you'would at laſt be 
petſuaded to ingage in it. How long ſhall it be ere 
Jeu be ſolemaly laveſted-in the a Oe, Do 
hot the Necellities'of many unſettled Congregati- 
ons, call open you, to fix among them as Paſtors ? 

' Doth not the grear Shepherd call upon; you, to' take 
-  theover-ſight of fome. part of his Flock? Will 
you always leave his Sheep in the Wilderneſs, and 
only look upon them once or twice a Month? A 
Door is open d for you. Lift up your Eyes, and look 


o 


vn the Fields, for they are white to Harveſt M. May 
the Lord of the Harveſt thruſt you forth, and incline 
yon to be ſet apart for his Service, while you have 
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III. 


TO ſuch as are Deſgn d, and Preparing for the 
Miniſtry. On jou (under God) the Eyes, and 
Hopes of Auimſters, and ſerious Chriſtians are fix'd. 
According as you are Qaliſy d for your Work, and 
Faithful in it, the Intereſt of Religion among us is 
like either to riſe or fall. Let me Exhort-you, let 


me intreat, and beſeech you to improve your time, 


and to be diligent in your Studies. I do not pre- 


ſume to Direct you what Aethod to take, what 


_ Books to read, with reſpect to Arrs and Sciences: 


But this I would beg of you, That you would dili 


gently Study Go Word, and your emu Hearts. Let 
the Bible be your Daily Meditation, that when you 
enter upon your Publick Work, you may appear 
' mighty inthe Scriptures: And be much in Secret Pray- 
4 that you may derive a Bleſſing upon your Stu- 

es. 4 | „„ 1 ö 5 * 


Humble and Aupdeſt, Watchful and Diligent, and then 

there is Hope that you will hereafter be very uſeful. 
IE your Habis, your Gate and Geſture, your 
Diſcourſes, and all your Deport ment, be agreeable to 
that Profeſſion for which you deſign. Let none have 


juſt Oceaſion to ſay, that you are Vain, Empry Fel- 


om, Do not practice, nor ſo much as plead for 
ſuch things as are of ill report; nor frequent ſucli 
Places, or Company as may leſſen your Eſteem among 


ſerious Chriſtians. Abridge your ſelves of your 
Liberty, even in Lawful things, rather than give 
Offence : Be not Fantaſtict in your Apparel. Ra- 


ther part with ſome faſhionable Vanities than grieve 
_ thoſe for whom Chriſt died. 33 


and Duties of Miniſters, 33 


BEHAVE your ſelves, as thoſe who are intend- 
ed for the Service of God, in his Church. Be 


Wo 


be good Scholars, good Subject, good and mn i 


them Bleſſeg. . JFF 


ee 8 85 » | b = _ ph APE EY 


YOU have many Advantages, may God give you 
Hearts to improve them, that your profiting may ap- 
ear; And, may thoſe who Direct you in your Stu- 


| dies, ſo diſcharge that weighty Polk, as to approve 
_ themſelves Faubful Men, alle ro Teach others, * alſo. 


May they be ſuccesful in their Endeavours to fur- 
niſh you with Learning, aud to infuſe into you 
Loyal, Peaceable, Healing Principles, that you may 


niſters of the New . Teſtament... May God increa! 
their Abilities for this Work: And may his Favonr 
attend them, that Auutuudes may. riſe up, and cal 
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222 TO. the People. Prige Miniſters, and Hel 5 them 


— 


to Fulfil their Miniſtry, by. your Prayers, Counſels, and 
Purſes. There are Complaints that things are not 


EI A +. 


mn that good Order, which were to be wilh'd ; Adi- 

niſters unſettl'd, Carechizing neglected, ſome Con- 
Ns egat ions without fix'd Paſtors to watch for their 
Souls: The Reaſon given is the ſmall Maintenance 
frais d. Formerly there was ſomething conſiderable 


done among you, for the help of Poor Congrega- 
tions. .L wiſh, as to thoſe of you whom God hath 
bleſs'd in the World, you may have Hearts to Ho- 
nour him mith your Subſtance. Can ſome. Towns in 
the Weſt maintain Three, oi Four Miniſters of their 


oy n, and yet Contribute freely towards others: 
And ſhall TAUNTON do little, or nothing? Shall 
it be ſaid, that you, who were formerly ſo for- 


ward, by whoſe Example others were excited, are 
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and Daties of Miniſters. WE 


* 


5 grown weary, and have withdrawn your Necks | 
from the Yoke? Permit me to put you in mind of 


your former readineſs: And, I hope, your Archip- 
pus will call upon you to remember, and do your firſt 
Widen t6vtv bus - 75 i? 4 


IMPROVE- the Labours. ef Miniſters. If your 


Hearts be, at any timo, affected under the Word, 
if Conſeience begin to accuſe you ; dont put it off, 


and fay, When I have 4 convenient Seaſon,” I will. calt 


for thee Neither conſult your Almavacks, to fee 


| what Day will be moſt proper for yan to begin your 


Reformation; but what you do, do quickly, leſt 
Death arreſt you, leſt Judgment ſieze you, leſt the 
el ef the Lord ſmite you, as he did Herod, im- 
iately, when he refus'd to give Glory to God. 


As for you, who attend upon Diſenting Mini- 


ſtert, What do you more than others? Look to your 
ſelwes, that you may not bring a Reproach upon 
thoſe with whom you joyn. Do not give oc- 


 _caſion to any to fay, that you are Hypoerites, or 


Humour ſom People: That you ſcruple to Pray by a 
Form, but not to ſwear extempore; that you can't 


witk a fate Conſcience receive the Sacrament kneel- 
ing, but make it your frequent Practice to drink till 


you cannot ſtand; that whereas you pretend Ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience, with reſpe& to Ceremonies, 
you can lie, and cheat, and grind the Faces of the 


Poor that you are as cunning, as falſe, as greedy _ 


for the World as any. Let nonehave juſt Cauſe to 
Brand you for ſcrupulous Swearers, conſcientions Drun- 


 kards, preciſe Knaves. 


BEWARE of ſlighting, of ſlandering or vilify- 
ing Miniſters; either your own, or thoſe of the 
Eftabliſhed Church, Take heed leſt you grieve the 


Hearts, or weaken the Hands of your Miniſters by 
your Contentions. Study the things that make for 


5 Peace 2 
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! Deny your: ſelves N and ſacrifce pri- 5 
vate Te to the Publick. Let it appear 8 
that you are indued wich the Miſdim mhich is from 
Aove; Which is Fure, Peaceable, Gentle, and caſyto 
1 reed, Humility, and mutual C ondeſcentions 
would do much to compaſe Differences, aud __ 
bent Breaches. Wien Diſſenter: Quarrel- and * 
> Jangle, how are the Faces of their Friends cover d 5 
witk Shame, and the Mouths of their Enemies 
Heng in Reproaches and Scoffs? They profeſs. 
„ but are Strangers to the way 
| hey pretend — and Mel. 
Þ neſs, 3 pros and paſſionate as any. I. hen + | 
< are, ready to teat out one anothers Throats, | EF | 
pity they ſnould have Liberty, who: ben 8 
eee %%. 205; IM 


ad. "a 


reg — > 
— Gtmgs * * — * 8 
* vo ot ren BY me PR 5 
* r r — 
: - k. 


OD. OS 
4 - XX 
p 24.0 


DARD G4 pSs cs 
* N - "4 8 o 


— — 
? 1 


- 
OO AO ets 
* ö 


— vn... 
5 
OY IN r K 0 
TAG ef” Artic AASA; res 46 #3 ADS. GOL oe SD Is a9 pn 
, FR oe . " — — — 4 = * 
: —_ , La 2 * — 
mos” i WF — * n 33 0 N 
* n 88 n * ge — IIa a * p 
Ms x , , m 8 Nr 
fi ,4 4 - * * > I g : 
* p Y > : a 4 * 
0 . 
PE [+ . 
4 5 
. 4 1 ad 
\ K 1 . 
. 2 * 
o F * bo 
- bl * 
* * — 
i 
« 
. oy * 
* — * 
- 
* 
% 
= 


#3. 26 
by 
* 
2 
*%- 
* 
* 


7 
. 325 ene _ 
"Of woes { "4 at We # + -v 85 \ W $4 4 * * & + 18 — 1 + + 1 1 2 x * 7 
e FY , b 4 » A 4 
n - * * 0 _ 2 * "4 ] . g 4 g 7 
”% . KG PIE 80 ” 7 1 5 811 l 
Oy : ; 
: 6 OS | + Fla + : * $ * 
\ N 110 2 
1 Wu 
| Ts OD 1 
524 Fics + PS , , x; 
« * - * 2 3 * 8 * 
n — 9 5 * de £ wo i * ba EY 2 1 Sa 
- 4 ? * 3 X'S * e X „ 5 
: f N 
7 * * 7 * * PK 7 
Hy. * 4 i} \ 4: $447 8 
* » — * N * 
: 4 8 K bs Fo 2 
5 * 1 wits: * 4- * vo 
F * . ry * 
" > 4 99 4 4 * 1 - 
4 * 1 * 94 . . i r 
n ere n IS, n * r Fr "V2 
\ 6 EA SR 4 To e BY gf 1s YM ED PS. e N \ #1 1 * 1 ä Ls 
* 2 wy 2 8 1 "4 iN x * >» 4 * F * * 1 5 
A 7 | l | g CEE . 1 * 2 L * y 7 Fi - * 3.4 7 
1 & * * 4 RN * #2 £2 
: * 1 U N 2 * 7 * 2 51 J 4 vY * F 9 x * ; * 
; 4 n! 77 ANC y 14 10 oy Wc 94 * 2 ; 1 85 
8 4 * 1 4 5 A - 2 
* * 1 ry .- * 2 # 6; * $ + * * - 5 by 2 | 4 95 
L * 'F *;$ "XIE 27 LF. 44x 15 2491 73 1 7 £3 447 LI 48 +>. 5 
x < & * 
8 | r ' * . 12 3 f 
. 2 * * a : a s e a 
F B73 ? 4} i 3 207 3 1 9 * > 4 . 1 N L 4 
N 2 F 5 ? 
; I 


conn gent de 
N 
o 
4 
4 8g] 
2 
— * 
* 
Land 
* 
. 


˖ 


— 
Gb 
4 
2 
i 


* 
* 


r 7 * 
WF 8 x, "NIP * 
5:5 Us * ” 
* „ # at o 
* 
I 
6 
+. 
# 
4 
Qs 
1 
* 


— - > - * 5 * 4% 
7 4 * < 
ESR * 4 5 4 2 * . 
5 1 2 . E * 
. — pf Vis N 
* 2 5 g 4 1 r 
- « * 4 £ E © 5" q 
. * 4 1 4 * & 3 4 4 : 3 * 1 546 i 
4 , - 2 4 0 * * 4 
"4 — 
7 ec 13 | N 4 A * 
5 25 1 * * ＋ * bn - » 2 — * "> : * 
7 k - 
. þ 8 9 : | > 
* . - E 1 


= 9 * — *4 * * * en * * ö * FR —_— ww 
a * % A s 
7%, 1 , 
— : 
x . 
* N \ 
2 -— 
q 
Bo. 
_— 
—_— 
. 
' 
” 
. 
# 
_- 
* 
— 
. 
* 
* 
— 
— 
* 
. 
4 
* 
y 
71 ” *. 
* % Ro my WET ws * « * 1 
; ** ol 4 vin TEE 2-22 5 8 : 
6 . . 2 2 2k 5 ; 
- . — N - r 
F 1 * . L i 
” 2 — 4 2 
* > 3 
- * 0 £ 
- . . a 
7 


